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the Cullen-Harrison Act, named after the legis-
lation’s sponsors, went into effect and for the 
first time since 1920 the purchase, sale, and 
consumption of beer and wine with an alcohol 
content of 3.2 percent, was legal. 

Fast forward 76 years to 2009 when one of 
my constituents, Justin Smith, sparked the 
idea of celebrating National Beer Day on April 
7th. In March of this year, Justin’s efforts 
eventually lead to our Governor Terry 
McAuliffe recognizing National Beer Day in 
Virginia. National Beer Day has grown to such 
prominence that it was recently featured as a 
clue on Jeopardy. 

The impact that craft brewers have on the 
Virginia economy is substantial. According to 
the Virginia Craft Brewers Guild, the Common-
wealth of Virginia had 142 breweries and 
nearly $1 billion in economic impact in 2016. 
The craft brewing industry is growing rapidly in 
Virginia and given current trends, will continue 
to do so. In 2016, Virginia craft brewers took 
home 13 medals from the Great American 
Beer Festival proving that Virginia’s craft brew-
ers are plenty in number, but also in quality. 

Craft breweries such as 1781 Brewing Co, 
Battlefield Brewing Co., Beer Hound Brewery, 
Extra Billy’s Smokehouse and Brewery, Far 
Gohn Brewing Co., Final Gravity Brewing Co, 
Kindred Spirit Brewing, Lickinghole Creek 
Craft Brewery, Midnight Brewery LLC, Rock 
Bottom Restaurant & Brewery, Steam Bell 
Beer Works, Strangeways Brewing, The An-
swer Brewpub Co., and Willow Spring Brewery 
are located in my district. 

I’m delighted to have so many craft brewers 
supporting the local economy, providing jobs, 
and promoting the safe consumption of beer in 
my district. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN SOLDIER ARMY CORPORAL 
(CPL) TYLER JOE DICKENS 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen soldier Army 
Corporal (CPL) Tyler Joe Dickens who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice while defending our na-
tion on April 12, 2005, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom III. CPL Dickens died from injuries 
he sustained when a rocket-propelled grenade 
struck his guard tower in Al Mahmudiyah, Iraq. 
CPL Dickens was assigned to the 2nd Squad-
ron, 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort 
Irwin, California. 

CPL Dickens entered active service in June 
2002. He followed in the footsteps of his fa-
ther, Joseph Dickens, who also served in the 
Army. CPL Dickens served as a sniper team 
leader at the time of his death. 

During CPL Dickens’s memorial service, a 
letter from a superior, Captain Gary Mills, was 
read aloud. Mills described how proud Dickens 
was of his family and that he enjoyed sharing 
stories with his unit and pictures of his wife, 
Elisha, and newborn son, Austin. 

‘‘The platoon was proud when [his] son was 
born,’’ Mills wrote. ‘‘We would like to thank his 
entire family. None of us will ever forget Tyler 
J. Dickens.’’ 

CPL Dickens was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, National 

Defense Service Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary Medal, Expert Infantry-
man Badge, and the Combat Infantryman 
Badge. 

CPL Dickens’s sacrifice for the freedoms we 
all enjoy will not be forgotten. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A PRIVATE 
BILL FOR THE RELIEF OF 
DANIELA VARGAS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I am introducing a bill to provide re-
lief to Ms. Daniela Vargas, a young woman 
from my Congressional district in Mississippi. 

Ms. Vargas was brought to the United 
States by her parents as a seven-year-old 
child from Argentina in 2001. Like the esti-
mated 750,000 other young people in the 
same situation, she became a Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipient and 
has a pending DACA renewal application. By 
all accounts, Ms. Vargas is a hard worker 
who, up until March, was living the American 
Dream. Having graduated from high school 
with honors in 2013, Ms. Vargas was pursuing 
her college degree in hopes of becoming a 
math teacher. On March 1, 2017, this valuable 
member of our community who respects our 
laws, pays her taxes, and has no criminal 
record found herself the innocent victim of the 
cruelties of our current immigration system. 

On that day, Ms. Vargas participated in a 
press event at City Hall in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi organized by local church leaders and 
immigration advocates to raise awareness 
about the negative impacts that politically-mo-
tivated immigration enforcement actions di-
rected by the Trump Administration are having 
on communities across the country and those 
young people with DACA status who have 
come to be known as ‘‘Dreamers’’. Exercising 
her First Amendment Rights, Ms. Vargas 
shared her family’s story and courageously 
spoke out on behalf of those who, like her, live 
with the fear that on any given day they will 
be deported in furtherance of the President’s 
misguided and cruel immigration agenda. 
When Ms. Vargas and a friend left the DACA 
event at City Hall, they were trailed by ICE 
Agents. After pulling the car over on the side 
of the road, the ICE Agents, who should have 
been aware that Ms. Vargas had a pending 
DACA renewal application, took her into cus-
tody and transferred her to a detention facility 
in Jena, Louisiana—160 miles from her home. 
When Ms. Vargas’ case was brought to my at-
tention, I, along with a diverse network of civil 
and immigration rights groups, mobilized on 
her behalf. Thankfully, on March 10th, a U.S. 
District Court granted the petition submitted on 
her behalf and she was released from deten-
tion, but an order for her removal remains ac-
tive. 

Enforcement of our country’s immigration 
laws must hold steadfast to our cherished 
American values. Our nation needs law-abid-
ing DACA recipients, like Ms. Vargas, to be 
free from the threat of deportation so that they 
can contribute to our communities. These 
Dreamers took a leap of faith during the 
Obama Administration and came out of the 

shadows in the hopes that our immigration 
laws would be reformed to give them the se-
curity they need to build a better future for 
themselves and their families. Members of the 
Jackson community support Ms. Vargas 
wholeheartedly, and I am proud to offer my 
support as well. While this may be a private 
bill for one individual, I strongly believe we 
must do better by the thousands of other 
young people like Ms. Vargas who now live in 
fear of being uprooted from the communities 
that they call home. We urgently need to offer 
them a secure path forward, not one that 
pushes them back into the shadows or threat-
ens to send them away from the country that 
is their home. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL 
VOLUNTEER WEEK 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize today to recognize National 
Volunteer Week, which will take place the 
week of April 23–29, 2017. During National 
Volunteer Week, organizations across the 
country celebrate the efforts of volunteers who 
share their time and talents with those in 
need—the homeless, the hungry, the elderly, 
the at-risk youth, and other marginalized popu-
lations. 

National Volunteer Week was established in 
1974 by President Richard Nixon. Every U.S. 
president since then has issued a proclama-
tion during National Volunteer Week, encour-
aging Americans to volunteer in their commu-
nities. This week serves to remind us all that 
we are a nation of people that thrives on serv-
ing others. The volunteering of time and re-
sources has been an instrumental part of the 
essence and tradition of our country and re-
mains essential to its spirit and vitality. 

I especially would like to recognize the great 
work of the Tri-Community Directors of Volun-
teer Services (Tri-DVS), which has been pro-
viding support to professionals working in the 
volunteer services field in Columbus and Fort 
Benning, Georgia and Phenix City, Alabama 
since 1985. In addition to promoting vol-
unteerism, Tri-DVS provides support, training, 
networking opportunities, and professional 
skills accreditation to its members. 

Each year, Tri-DVS holds a luncheon during 
National Volunteer Week to recognize and 
thank the volunteers in the tri-city area. In 
September, the group sponsors a seminar, In-
vesting in Volunteerism, to help organizations 
integrate volunteer services into their oper-
ations. 

Tri-DVS is a leader in the movement to im-
prove communities through volunteerism and I 
applaud their resounding efforts to encourage 
and expand volunteer services for individuals 
and organizations throughout the tri-city area. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
U.S. House of Representatives to join me in 
recognizing National Volunteer Week by ac-
knowledging the positive impact volunteerism 
has on communities throughout the country. In 
addition, I ask that my colleagues join me in 
honoring the Tri-Community Directors of Vol-
unteer Services for their efforts to provide sup-
port for the volunteers who tirelessly share 
their time and talents with those in need. 
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